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ADVERTISEMENT. 


f £ Þ HE following Narrative was left 
+ by a French nobleman, as a legacy to 
his Children, The names are diſguiſed 
out of reſpect to his family ; and the dates 
are left undetermined, but it is imagined 


| F they may be placed in the laſt century. 
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From the Author's not correcting the Preſs the | 7 a 
following Errors have intruded. 9 


Page 21 line 9 for clear read dear 
35 2 for roved read reaued. 
50 1d for complicated read compleated. 
61 9 for evil read wiles. 
— 10 for abandon read duaden. 
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# 1 AM grown old; but I {till take 
Ja delight in the remembrance of 
1 

my younger days; and in recalling 
my former adventures and inclina- 
tions. One event, eſpecially, has 


B been 
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been ſo much the ſource of the 
molt intereſting circumſtances of 
my life, and was of ſo extraordi- 
nary a nature, that I have in- 
dulged myſelf in writing its hil- 
tory; and the taſk has afforded 
me fo much pleaſure, that even to 
others, I think, it mult be produc- 
tive of entertainment. It mult alſo 
be inſtructive, as it is a timely 
warning to beware of the dangers 
I was upon the brink of encoun- 


tering, 
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My father was younger brother 


to the Marechal of D 


, and 


1 
Ss p 


they were united by the ſtricteſt 
friendſhip; my uncle was a true 
old French nobleman, 1n practice as 
well as ſentiment; and in him were 
revived the Gueſclins, Bayards, 
and Sullys, of former days. He 
N 2 was brave, yet courteous; honour 
9 was his idol; he was generous and 
| [0 & benevolent, and he carried his 
i 

Wtick degree. My ſather equalled 
1 B 2 him 


purſuit of virtue to even a roman- 
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molt intereſting circumſtances of 
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nary a nature, that I have in- 
dulged myſelf in writing its hiſ- 
tory; and the talk has afforded 
me ſo much pleaſure, that even to 
others, I think, it mult be produc- 
tive of entertainment. It mult alſo 
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warning to beware of the dangers 
I was upon the brink of encoun- | i 
tering. 
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My father was younger brother 


to the Marechal of D , and 


they were united by the ſtricteſt 
friendſhip; my uncle was a true 
old French nobleman, in practice as 
well as ſentiment; and in him were 
revived the Gueſclins, Bayards, 
and Sullys, of former days. He 
i : was brave, yet courteous; honour 
Vas his idol; he was generous and 


WT benevolent, and he carried his 


XX purſuit of virtue to even a roman- 


tick degree. My father equalled 
B 2 him 
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him in every good quality; they 


lived together, for my uncle hav- 


ing married late in life, a rich and 
beautiful heireſs of the houſe of 1 
Jelve, had been rendered by her f 
loſs eatoiniely unhappy; and in 
ſearch of ſome conſolation, had 
retired, with his only at 
(whoſe birth had occaſioned her 
mother's death) to the loved ſociety 


ol his ſiſter in law and brother. 


I was ſome years older than 


my couſin Adelaide; though ſhe 


was 
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was an amiable child, and though 
I loved her tenderly, yet I con- 


tented myſelf with loving her as 
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my ſiſter; for I knew the impoſſi- 
bility of her ever becoming my 


wife; ſhe was deſtined to a Prince 
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of Zelve, of her mother's family; 
and her marriage was to terminate 
a conſiderable law-ſuit, by ſecure 
a large property to her father, 
and to center in herſelf the riches 
of her houle, 
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Our education was the chief 
amuſement of our reſpectable pa- 
rents, and the comfort this domeſtic 
life afforded, continued till my 
father was appointed ambaſſador to 
Naples; I accompanied him into 


Italy, and the negotiation he was 


employed in demanded ſo much 


attention, that for many years he 
could not obtain a permiſſion to 
return; and he was. even obliged 
to reſuſe himſelf the pleaſure of 
being preſent at Adelaide's mar- 


riage, 
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riage, which took place ſome years 


aſter his appointment to the em- 
baſſy. 


AccoRDiNnG to the French cul- 
tom, I had been in the army ever 


ſince my childhood, and I had a 
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company in my uncle's regiment, 
Which it was intended I ſhould one 


day command ; but as my country 
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was then at peace, my father had 


= 


T2 


ealily obtained for me a long leave 
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not idle away my youth in Italy, 
he ſent me under the care of an old 
officer, to viſit the different courts 


of Europe, 


I wiLL not trouble my readers 
with adventures common to all 
young men; early in the autumn 
of the year in which I was two and 
twenty, I returned to Naples, by 
my father's deſire; he fora me 
that he ſhould:ſend-me-t6; Francs 
immediately, that a war was likely 


— 


to 
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4 Ft to be declared, and that previous to 
f my Grſt campaign, he wiſhed me 
| to form ſome acquaintance with 


my countrymen, and to cultivate 


the good will of my ſuperiors; but 


that above all his chief reaſon was 


4 the deſire my uncle had expreſſed 
1 to ſee me; that the prince of Zelve 
I was dead, and that my couſin was 
3 : o paſs the firſt year of her widow- 


hood in a convent; that my uncle 


r 


{ } telt lonely without her, and that he 


\# 


old rejoice in my ſociety; that 
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my uncle was the more deſirous of 
fixing me at Paris, as my couſin was 
again to be married, as ſoon as her 
mourning would permit, to the 


young Duke of; that it was 


a match of inclination, but that it 


was to be kept a great ſecret, for 
ſome time, out of reſpect to the 
Prince of Zelve's memory; my 


father then added, Go, my ſon, 


© and bluſh not to depend on ſuch 


© an uncle; but follow his advices 


„and imitate his virtues, if you 


te deſire 
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e deſire to be worthy of his good- 


E © neſs,” 


> 3 1 yasseD a few days at Naples, 
and then, though I left my father 


0 and mother with regret, I ſet 
a ; out on my journey With a free 
1 heart, that panted with expectation 
at the new life it was entering 


upon. Accompanied by my old 


1 


— 


== 
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| 93 ſervant Carlo, who had had the 


ö care of me from my childhood, I 
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arrived at my uncle's caſtle in 


3 6 Burgundy 
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Burgundy. I found him ſurround- 


ed by a ſet of friends, venerable as | 
himſelf; they were chiefly officers, | { 
and they loved and revered in my 1 
uncle, the companion of their youn- 


ger days, and the patron of their 


age. 


Tuz moment I was introduced 
to him, he received me with open 
arms, and ſeemed overcome by his 
emotions; he looked at me with 
tears of affection, and exclaim- 


ed 
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XX ed, —— © It is my brother at the 
i 
* age of twenty, the ſame open 


% and manly countenance, the ſame 


« caly and ſtriking figure!' Oh 


Charles, you bear a likeneſs that 
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appearance; the approaches of age 
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bad added dignity to his look; — 
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and the generoſity and honour of 
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his heart, ſpoke in every word, and 
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one forth in his countenance. 
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ed by a ſet of friends, venerable as 
himſelf; they were chiefly officers, 
and they loved and revered in my 
uncle, the companion of their youn- 


ger days, and the patron of their 


age. 


Tuz moment I was introduced 
to him, he received me with open 
arms, and ſeemed overcome by his 
emotions; he looked at me with 
tears of affection, and exclaim- 


ed 
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ed,—— © It is my brother at the 
„age of twenty, the fame open 
* and manly countenance, the ſame 
* ealy and ſtriking figure! Oh 
* Charles, you bear a likenels that 


* muſt endear you to your uncle.” 


1 canxor expreſs how much 
I was ſtruck with my uncle's noble 
appearance; the approaches of age 
had added dignity to his look;— 
and the generoſity and honour of 
his heart, ſpoke in every word, and 
ſhone forth in his countenance. 


Ar 
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AT ſupper he aſked me many 
queſtions concerning my travels; 
the next day his friends left him, 
and he ſeemed eager to take every 
opportunity of ſifting into my heart, 
and of drawing forth my ſentiments 


and opinions. 


He approved of, or corrected 
them; and with his uſual goodneſs 


of heart, and openneſs of manner, 


he informed me of his projects for 
my adyancement, and of his wiſhes 


for 
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for my future conduct. We paſſed 
a week in this manner, when my 
uncle, who was very fond of the 
ſports of the held, and of every 
active exerciſe, propoſed that we 
might go upon a ſhooting expedi- 
tion, to a ſmaller houſe of his, 
where there was a greater plenty of 


game, and a more inviting country. 


I AM uſed, Charles,” ſaid he, 

* when I go to the Bower, (for ſo 
* he called his houſe) to have no 
l Other 
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* other attendant than my 'own 
* ſervant, and to content myſelf 
* with the humble dinners an old 
* houſekeeper prepares: I grow 
* young again in this ſolitude; 
« where I formerly paſt many hap- 
* py hours; and old as I am I al- 


« moſt feel myſelf a boy, when I 


* have ſpent a ſcrambling day or 


t two at the Bower. I take more 


* delight in the diverſion of ſhoot- 
« ing, and I have more pleaſure 
and pride in the birds that I 


«* kill, without a gamekeeper, than 


„ when 


7 1 1 
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„when I am ſurrounded by a re- 
e giment of green and ſilver huntſ- 
Caltle.“ 


8 © men at D 


© CHARLES, added he, “ if you 
* wiſh to preſerve one of the ſecrets 
of happineſs; never get rid of 
= the ſacred impreſſion triffling ob- 
I * jects and employments give, when 
g ; * they are ennobled by , 
„ membrance.”, 

| "My heart gave a ready aſſent to 
my uncle's philoſophy; and we ſat 


” out 


the Bower, rendered our firſt even | 4 | 
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out on our expedition with a con- 


formity of ſentiment, that almoſt 


ſunk the difference of age. The 
Bower was a very ſmall, but neat 
lodge, with a beautiful wood, that 
almoſt encircled the lawn upon 3 
which it was placed; and a wind- f q 


ing river ran along the ſkirts of the 


wood. My uncle's entertaining con- 


verſation, a game of piquet, and 
the dipping into a few valuable 1 


books, that he had appropriated to | 


ing very ſhort and agreeable. 
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Wr fallied forth early the next 


5 morning, with our dogs and guns, 
Ind a baſket containing ſome cold 
A meat and a bottle of Burgundy, 
1 { ung upon my ſhoulder. We had 


3 cellent ſport, and when we were 
4 i clined to dine, my uncle con- 
gucted me to the moſt beautiful 
[ 'S I almoſt ever had beheld. It 
Fas a field ſloping to the river, and 
3 cloſed by an amphitheatre of 
1 ild old trees; they were thick 
4 | d ſhady, and the oppoſite ſhore 


preſented 
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country, interſperſed with villages. 1 
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preſented a wooded and fertile 


We ſpent many days in our 


agreeable ſolitude; when a mel-} 
ſenger arrived to inform ny uncle, . 4 
that the governor of the province f f 
was at D-— caſtle; and waited to | | | 4 
fee him on binde of 1 importance. 4 


As my accompanying him was quite 4 


unneceſſary, my uncle conſented 


with pleaſure to my remaining at 


the Bower, during his viſit. I in- q 


tended 


= cUARDIAN ANGEL =; 
ended to paſs my time in exerciſe 
nd reading; and I truſted to my 


*Ervant Carlo, and to the notable 


d houſekeeper for the care of my 


Jinners, and the comfort of my 


E- 


partment. 


o Tux firſt morning of my ſoli— 


de, after great ſucceſs in ſhooting, 


bf crambled to my uncle's favourite 
2 with an intention to eat my 
'Þ goviſiions, and repole myſelf. 
I had juſt penetrated, through the 
: thiſtles 
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thiſtles and briars of the wild path 
that led to it, and was ſtepping from 
the wood, when I was ſurpriſed by 


ſome linging, in a very ſweet voice 


indeed. ——It was a young woman 
whoſe face I could not ſee; but 
though ſhe ſung an old ballad com- 
mon to the labourers in Burgundy, 
and that I had frequently heard in 
my childhood, the uncommon taſte 


of her manner, and melody of her 


voice, enchanted me; the ſong was 


this, 


My 
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MY love has hied him to the field, 
Attend him tuneful bird; 
Some ſolace to his labour, yield, 


And let thy ſong be heard. 


My weary looks around I caſt, 
And in his abſence mourn ; 
But when the toiling day is paſt, 


Oh! haſten his return. 


A roſe tree in our garden grows, 
With cluſt ring branches preſt; 
And underneath my favourite roſe, 


III let thee build thy neſt. 


For the kind office that I aſk, 
My gratitude thou'lt ſee ; 


. 27 


And ſtill *twill prove my deareſt taſk, 


To guard thy young and thee. 
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THE ruſtling noiſe I made in 
ſtepping forward, obliged her to 
turn round ; and I was aſtoniſhed 
by the appearance of a creature, 
graceful and beautiful beyond ex- 


preſſion ; tho' ſhe was in the dreſs 


of the common peaſants of Bur- 


gundy, the elegance and neatneſs 
with which it was fitted, her white 


and fine linen, and more than all, 


her look and manner, inſpired me 


with reſpect, and ſeemed to ſay 


ſhe was not what ſhe appeared. 


SHE 
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Sas had riſen upon ſeeing me; 
forgive my diſturbing you,” I 
ſaid to her, and ſhe curtfied, and 
bluſhing, returned to her occupa- 
tion, which was making lace upon a 
cuſhion ; as I wiſhed to engage her 
in converſation, I told her I was 
ſurprized to ſee a perſon of her 
appearance in ſuch a place alone, 
and I begged her to inform me 
; irom whence ſhe came: « I am 
me daughter, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, of 
g an old farmer of Lizai, a vil 


.C lage 
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„lage on the other ſide of the 


« river; my brothers having buſi- 


% neſs near this place, brought me 
„ here in their boat, and I am 
*« waiting for them.” I then aſked 
her name, and ſhe ſaid that it was 


Roſe Rouſſeau; and again dropt 


the converſation. I knew not how 


to account for the awe and embar- 
| ' -rallment that I felt; and which 
prevented me from ſpeaking to her 
in the way I ſhould have done to a 


common country girl, whoſe beauty 
I had 


Py 
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I had admired ; I however told her 
that I wondered that with ſuch un- 


common beauty, ſhe could ſubmit 


to a life of ſolitude and labour; 


but ſhe checked me by ſaying, ſhe 


was ſufficiently happy in ſeeing her 
dear father and her brothers happy ; 
I then warmly expreſſed my admi- 
ration, and almoſt aſhamed of the 
awe a little peaſant inſpired me 
with, I was going to kiſs her, when 
ſhe diſengaged herſelf from me, 
with an air that taught me to repent 


C 2 of 
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of my rudeneſs, and obliged me to 
deſiſt; I then implored her forgive- 
nels, which ſhe granted; but being 
ruck with even more than admi- 
ration, I urged my ſuit in the hum» 
bleſt, yet tendereſt manner I could 
deviſe. She ſeemed pleaſed, and 
ſcarcely tried to hide that J had 
pleaſed her. I entreated her to 
accompany me to Paris; promiſing 
that ſhe ſhould have no reaſon to 
complain of my behaviour to. her; 
that I would only place her in a 


ſituation 


if 
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fituation worthy of her charms, and 
await her favour from herſelf. She 
anſwered me with a mixture of 
pride and tenderneſs, ſhe thanked 
me for my goodneſs, but ſhe bade 
me not to wiſh her ſo ill, as to place 
her in a ſituation of danger; and to 
lower her far beneath her preſent 
circumſtances ; ſhe painted, with an 
eloquent ſimplicity, the quiet hap- 
pineſs ſhe enjoyed, her love ſor her 
father, and the grief he would feel 
was ſhe to prove unworthy of his 


C 3 kindneſs. 
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kindneſs. She then gave me her 
hand, and ſhe ſaid, Fate may 
** again throw me in your way, if 
* not, may heaven bleſs you; poor 
„ Roſe will ever thankfully remem- 
« ber your attention to her, and 
never remember it with indif- 


& ference.” 


Ar this inſtant a boat appeared 
cloſe to the ſhore, conducted by 
three young men; Roſe ſtarted up 
directly, and ran nimbly towards 


them; 
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them; ſhe jumped in, waved her 
hand to me, and they royed away 
with her: I ſtood amazed, but in a 
minute blamed myſelf for letting 
her go ſo tamely, I flew to the river 
ſide, and running along the bank, 
I recovered ſight of the boat, which 
had been hid from me by the bend 
of the river; I then ſaw Roſe land 
on the other ſide, and go into the 
oppoſite wood with her brothers; 
I ſcrambled along the bank as well 
as I could, in hopes of finding ſome. 

84 ferry, 
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ferry, bridge, or fordable part of 
the river, or at leaſt of meeting 
ſomebody who could inform me of 
the ſituation of the village of Lizai; 
but though my purſuit laſted till 
night, it was fruitleſs; and I re- 
turned home fatigued to death, and 
with the mortification of knowing 


nothing more concerning her, 


Tuoven my mind and body 
were haraſſed by this unſucceſs- 
ful ſearch, I could neither take reſt 


Or 
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or food till I had queſtioned the old 
houſekeeper about the ſituation of 


Lazai; but her ſtupidity fruſtrated 


every hopes of information, - 


SHE never had heard of ſuch a 
place, though indeed ſhe knew but 
little of the other ſide of the river; 
Burgundy was a great country ; 
perhaps there might be ſuch a place, 


—perhaps not; 


in ſhort I only 
learnt where I might find a bridge, 
for the oppoſite ſhore. was now 


C5 paradiſe 
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paradiſe to me, and I waited for 
the next morning with an impa- 


tience ſcarcely to be ſupported. 


I 8ALL1ED forth very early; I 
croſſed the river and ſought, en- 
quired, and examined, but in vain ; 
no ſuch village as Lizai had ever 
been heard of; I repeated my ſearch 
for days, and viſited every hamlet 
for miles around; yet ſtill no Lazai, 
no Role Rouſſeau could be diſco- 
vered. I was half wild; was it a 


phantom ? 
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phantom? was it a dream? it was 
in vain I attempted to ſhake off her 


idea, the impreſſion ſhe had made 


was too powerful.— My uncle's 
return put an end to my purſuit, 
and I gave it up with a painful 
doubt exiſting in my heart; and 
aſhamed, uneaſy, and agitated at 


the recollection of my adventure. 


Iser out for Paris with my 
uncle, and his converſation that 
had hitherto been fo delightful to 

C 6 me, 
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me, was now, from the preoccupa- 
tion of my mind, become a bur- 
then: I was however forced from 
my thoughtſulneſs by the very great 
goodneſs that he ſhewed me; he 
not only made me a liberal allow- 
ance, but inſiſted on me always 
addreſſing myſelf to him if I want- 
ed money; and he likewiſe pre- 
ſented me with an apartment in 
his own houſe, which I was to look 
upon as my own. The houſe my 
uncle lived in at Paris, and to which 


he 
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he conducted me, belonged to his 
daughter, and was called the Hotel 
de Zelve; but ſhe inſiſted upon his 
always remaining in it, as it had 
been his Paris habitation ever ſince 


his marriage. 


My uncle's favourite ſcheme was 
the reunion of all his family, and 
this ſpacious manſion was favour - 
able to his project. The body of 
the houſe he aeſlined for himſelf, 
and for my father and mother, 


whole 
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whoſe return he foorr” expetted; 
one ſuit of apartments that formed 
a wing in the garden, was then 
magnificently fitting up for my 
couſin, and her intended huſband, 
the Duke of * ; the upper apart- 
ment of the wing that faced it, he 
gave to me ; the rooms underneath 
being locked up, as they had for- 
merly belonged to his beloved and 
much regretted wife; but he often 
told me if I married a perſon worthy 
the connexton, he would yeild them 


to 


— 
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to her, though ſhe muſt be amiable 


indeed to obtain his viſits, 


Wurxx he fettled me ſo near 
himſelf, he made me a very gene- 
rous preſent, and accompanied all 
this goodneſs with the following 
kind and gentle advice ; © Charles,” 
faid he, © you are entering into a 
© new but dangerous world; I can 
remember when I was young, 
and 1 amid you indulgence for 
* any levity that may proceed from 


* youth, 
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“youth, inexperience, and exam- 
e ple; but in return, I require of 
* you never to forfeit your truth, 
.* your honour, or above all, to give 
© me, or the world, occaſion to 
e doubt of the goodneſs of your 


© heart.“ 


I was immediately introduced 
by my uncle, to the numerous cir- 
cle of his acquaintance, to many 
amiable women, and amongſt the 
men, to the Count de Valmont, 
and 
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and the Marquis Dorſigny; both of 
them friends and favourites of my 
uncle's. But I was too lively to re- 
main long in a domeſtic ſociety ; 
and in a ſhort time I was almoſt 
entirely thrown into the gayeſt and 
molt tumultuous ſets. The ſtrong 
impreſſion I had received from the 


lovely Roſe, armed me with indif- 


ference towards the women I lived 


with; I was partial to the two 


friends my uncle had allotted me; 
Valmont Was» middle aged, and 


united 
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united the active life of a brave 


officer to the milder occupations of 
a man of letters. Dorſigny was 
much younger, and was diſtinguiſh- 
ed by the prudence of his conduct, 


and ſweetneſs of his manner. 


Bur their ſolid merit ſoon gave 
way to the brilliant accompliſh- 
ments of the Chevalier de Melfort, 
who was then the moſt faſhionable 
man of all the moſt faſhionable 
focieties, His perſon was good, his 
nit dreſs 
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dreſs plain, but elegant and be- 
coming ; he had an air and manner 
that attracted every eye, and im- 
poſed a kind of awe upon all 
around him ; for his words were as 
many epigrams, and his look was 
ſarcaſtical and contemptuous, and 
never failed to throw ridicule on all 
who were not his favourites; every 
woman who was diſtinguiſhed by 
him, from that moment became a 
reigning beauty, and yet there was 
an air of raillery in his homage; 
7 but 
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but if it was not a complete triumph 
to be admired by him, it was a cer- 
tain diſgrace to be neglected; he 
had ever vanquiſhed the caprices 
of coquetry, and he was ſought, 
feared, and admired, from the 
empire he had uſurped over the 
faſhions and opinions of thoſe who 
imitated him, He had abilities 
which gave him a kind of weight 
with even the grave part of the 
world, as it was ſuppoſed that he 
was deſtined for public employ- 


ment ; 


— 
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ment; and he had diſtinguiſhed 
1 himſelf in the army; he wrote 


Vith caſe andoriginality; he played 


| deep, and though he had often been 
| ſucceſsful, and ſometimes loſt im- 
| menſely, he had achieved both with 
; grace and good humoured careleſs- 
neſs; and he was celebrated for 
three or four adventures in gallan- 


8 try, with women of the firſt faſhion, 


Svcn was the Pheenix by whom 
I was aſtoniſhed and enchanted; 


he 


co THE NEW SYLPH, OR 
Cole 


he complicated-the infatuation by 
ſeeming to take a fancy to me ; he 
treated me with a diſtinction he 
ſeldom condeſcended to ſhew, and 
yet whilſt he delighted me with his 
partiality, he let me feel the force 
of his ſatire enough to keep me in 


ſubjection. 


THE protection of Melfort, a 
manner that | was not unpleaſing, | 
and a tolerable perſon, eſtabliſhed 
me very ſoon nearly ſecond to him 


in 
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in the ſocieties that we frequented. 
But I had, unfortunately for my 
fame in the line of faſhion, no 
attachment; when as he conſtantly 


told me I ought to have had a dozen. 


Bur my mind was full of Roſe, 
and my anxiety about her, and the 
impreſſion ſhe had made upon me, 
armed me againſt the reſt of her 
lex; the Chevalier de Melfort was 
perpetually attacking me upon my 
want of taſte and animation. But I 


evaded 
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evaded his hints, queſtions, and 
ſuſpicions, as much as I could; ſor 
I dreaded the keenneſs of his rail- 
lery if he ſhould ſuſpect that I 
was, what he would call, romantick 
enough to be governed by a ſecret 
paſſion; and fill more had he 
known what a momentary viſion it 
was that thus perſecuted me, and 


engroſſed my affections, 


I conrzss that I ſeverely took 
myſelf to taſk, for an impreſſion that 
I found 


1 found it impoſſible to reſiſt; I 
would ſcarcely allow myſelf to 
think of Roſe, but againſt my will 
ſhe for ever was preſent to me ; and 
though oppoſed by my reaſon, I 
formed a kind of ſettled purpoſe of 
returning into Burgundy, and of 


renewing my ſearch, 


I nad ſome diſpolition to the 
love of play, and a diſpoſition of 
that kind will ſoon become a paſ- 
hon to thoſe who are as conſtantly 


D expoſed 


* 
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expoſed as I was to the temptation ; 
I had paid my apprenticeſhip by a 
ſevere loſs; which my uncle hav- 
ing heard of, had generouſly paid ; 
but from the anxiety of my mind, 
which ſought for di ſlipation, I again 
indulged in this dangerous amuſe- 
ment. I had hopes that ſo faſhion- 
able an employment would have 
been a ſufficient excuſe to Melfort 
for my inſenſibility ; for gaming, 
which 1s perhaps too often the only 
paſſion of the old, is even in the 


young 
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and indulged his lively fancy in 
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young a dangerous rival to love it- 
ſelf. —But he was too cunning to 
be impoſed upon; he told me re- 
peatedly that it was impoſſible that 
at my age, and with my perſon, I 


ſhould be merely a gameſter; he 


attacked me unmercifully upon my 
ſecret paſſion, and for ever queſ- 
tioned me about my dulcinea; he 


called me the Celadon of my age, 


forming ten thouſand portraits of 
the Italian Ducheſs,” or Ruſlian 


D 2 Princeſs 
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Princeſs whom he ſuppoſed had 
charmed me in my travels, and who 
could thus command my conſtancy. 
His arguments at length prevailed; 
indeed the diſſipation of the world 
had already taken effect in my 
heart. He had introduced me to 
{uppers and parties at the houſes 
of the moſt celebrated actreſſes, 
dancers, and courtezans; Leonora 
was the moſt admired, and from her 
perſections, the moſt deſerving of 
admiration of all the laiiſs of the 


age. 
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age. She united a thouſand talents ; 
her underſtanding was improved, 
and her wit playful; and authors 
and men of letters graced her circle, 


and awaited her favours. 


Taz attention I met with from ſo 
bewitching a creature, I had not 


conſtancy to reſiſt ; my vanity was 


pleaſed at the idea of taking her 


from the admiring crowd of miniſ- 


ters, princes, financiers, and cox- 


combs; and with all” the impru- 


D 3 dence 


5:3 THE NEW SYLPH, OR 


dence of youth, I eſtabliſhed her 


publickly for my miſtreſs, —I 
imagined that whillt I ſatisfied my 
vanity and fancy, my heart remain- 


ed untouched; but I ſoon found 


that though it was not real love, the 


enchantments of ſuch a Woman 


were ſufficient to enſlave me. 


I nap too much falſe pride about 
me, not to be -very expenſive to- 
wards Leonora; and with a thought- 
leſſneſs my "inexperience ſcarcely 


could 
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could juſtify, Iencouraged and per- 


mitted her to launch out in bound- 
leſs extravagance. Her houle, dreſs, 
and equipage, became the wonder 
of the day, and my allowance was 


ſoon more than exhauſted; 


FoxTuNne ſeemed on all ſides re- 
ſolved to undo me, for I had loſt a 
conſiderable ſum at play; and to 
Melfort, who paid my leſſer loſſes, 
I remained indebted three thou- 
land louis. When my affairs were 


D 4 in 
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in this unpromiſing ſituation, my 
uncle one day took me aſide; and 
ſaid, © I am not going to preach to 
you Charles, — I know you have 
* a miſtreſs, and though I wiſhed 
you free from that folly, I am not 
* ſurpriſed at it; and I declare to 
you I had rather ſee you in this 
« ſituation, then if you had, by 
following the maxims of the age, 
* ſeduced the wife of your friend, 


* and ruined the peace of a married 


* woman and family As ſoon 
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e as you are recovered from your 
* preſent infatuation, free yourſelf 
© from Leonora; in the mean time 
* be generous to her, but do not be 
* extravagant, for my affairs are 
* ſuch at preſent, that it will be 
* months before I can afliſt you. 
Be kind to your miſtreſs, but do 
„ not let the Eis- of a courtezan 
l chem -h 
* abandon your heart to the. affec- 
tion you may hereafter meet with 


* from a worthy woman.” 


D.5 s I was 
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I was more overcome by my 
uncle's kindneſs then I ſhould have 
been by the ſterneſt reproof; I could 
not ſpeak to him, but left him oppreſſ- 
ed by gratitude and compulſion; his 
words had brought me to myſelf, 
and beſides ſeeing the folly of the 
{crape I had been drawn into, I was 
ſhocked at having been captivated 
to ſuch a degree by one woman, 


when my heart was anothers. 


Bor not to prove my ſincerity 


by regrets alone, I reſolved by de- 


grees 
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grees to diſengage myſelf from 


Leonora; with the intention of hint- 


ing with kindneſs the reſolution I 
had been obliged to form ; and 
ſteady in my own mind, I imme- 
diately went to her; but I was 
aſtoniſhed to find her in tears, and 
diſtracted when ſhe informed me, 
that unleſs I could raiſe the ſum by 
next morning, ſhe was to be arreſt- 
ed for two thouſand louis; and ſhe 
but too plainly proved to me that 
the expences that had occaſioned 
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grees to diſengage myſelf from 
Leonorn; with the intention of hint- 
ing with kindneſs the reſolution I 
had been obliged to form; and 
ſteady in my own mind, I imme- 
diately went to her; but I was 
aſtoniſhed to find her in tears, and 
diſtracted when ſhe informed me, 
that unleſs I could raiſe the ſum by 
next morning, ſhe was to be arreſt- 
ed for two thouſand louis; and ſhe 
but too plainly proved to me that 
the expences that had occaſioned 
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the debt, had been incurred by my 


permiſſion, if not at my deſire, and 


had certainly been ſhared by me; 


her tears were ſhocking, and her 
demand juſt. I told her that ſhe 
might depend upon her ſafety, that 
I had been a madman, but that at 
any rate I would be honourable to 
her, though ſhe muſt be aware that 

our connexion could no longer ſub- 
fiſt; and without waiting for her 
anſwer, I left her. My only hopes 
were in the Chevalier de Melfort, 


he 
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he was ſometimes rich; I therefore 
ſoothed myſelf with the idea of his 
aſſiſting me, and waiting for re- 
payment both of this, aad my for- 
mer debt, till my uncle would have 
it in his power to ſatisfy him. I 
then propoſed to lead a new life 
for ſome months, that my demand 


upon my uncle might come with a 


better grace. 


Wir ſcarcely a doubt of ſaccels 


I flew to the Chevalier's ; the mo- 


ment 
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ment he ſaw me he ſtarted up, and 
embracing me, ſaid, © my dear 
“Charles, you are the man of 
* all others whom I wiſhed to ſee, 
* your juſtice and friendſhip may 
„% be my ſalvation. I am rained; I 
* loſt an immenſe ſum laſt night, 


& and my affairs are all breaking 


te up; in ſhort, I muſt quit the army, 
* and my country, unleſs you pay 
me the three thouſand louis you. 
e owe me, and added he, I have no 
« ſ{cruple in dunning you, as we all 


© know 
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© know you poſſeſs a golden mine 
© in your uncle.”———lI was thun- 
derſtruck, but the proud ſpirit that 
I was born with, gave me power 
to conceal my emotion; and with 
a kind of deſperate calmneſs, I told 
him, he ſhould have the money in 
two days. 


I LEFT him, and walked I knew 
not where, with my head burning, 
whilſt my blood ran as cold as ice 
through my veins; I knew not 


what 
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what to reſolve upon, and though the 


weather was very cold, and the hour 


growing late, I was ſtill wandering 


in the ſtreets. 


I had not courage 
to go home, and I dined in a re- 
mote coffee-houſe, and then renew- 
ed my walk, and at length I took 


the reſolution of throwing myſelf 


upon the mercy of my uncle 


* ANTEC a 

I was aware of the inconvenience 
of the moment; he had informed 
me he was out of money, and 1 


knew he had made a large purchaſe 


in 
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in Burgundy, where he was like- 
wiſe building; but the neceſlity 
was urgent, and I reſolved to inſiſt 
upon his allowing me, if he could 


raiſe the money, to leave Paris till 


I was wiſer. Rather eaſter, from 
having decided what to do, I re- 
turned home with the intention of 
ſeeing the Marechal immediately J 
but I was relieved from my pre- 
ſent agitation, by finding that he 
was gone very ſuddenly to Ver- 


ſailles, and was not to return till 


the 
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the next day ; this was ſome reſpite, 
I had appointed the enſuing even- 


ing for the diſcharging Leonora's 


creditors, therefore I had ſome time 


before me, and I attempted, though 
in vain, to ſoothe myſelf by the 
remembrance of my uncle's good- 
neſs; my ingratitude to him, and 
the ſhame of my folly, overwhelm- 
ed me, and I diſmiſſed my ſervant 


and threw myſelf upon my bed, 


more from a ſenſation of impatience 
than from any hopes of ſleep. 
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I ap vainly endeavoured to ob- 
tain ſome reſt ; it was very late, 
and my night candle having gone 
out, the darkneſs, by encouraging 
me to collect them, had increaſed 
my ſad ideas; I was reſtleſs and 
complaining, when on a ſudden 
my room became as light as day! 
and tearing open my curtains, I 
beheld a blaze proceeding from a 
number of elegant luſtres and feſ- 
toons; and in the midſt of them the 
moſt beautiful viſion the fancy 


could 
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could imagine. It was a woman 
bearing an exact reſemblance to 
Roſe;—her flowing hair and white 
drapery were bound by a crown 
and belt of roſes; ſhe ſmiled at me, 
and ſaid, * Charles I am your beſt 
friend, and I know, and am come 
© to relieve your diſtreſs „She 
then threw upon the ground a 
heavy bag; this, ſhe ſaid, con- 
** tains what is neceſſary for your 
« debts; pay the Chevalier, and 
* clear Leonora, but break through 


90 your 
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« your intimacy with them, for truſt 
© me they are undeſerving. Occupy 
« yourſelf with more worthy pur- 
« ſuits, and remember they will be 
of uſe to you in your profeſſion 
* and eſtabliſhment in life; a place 
at court will be propoſed to you, 
ce do not refuſe the offer; and re- 
* member above all, that you for- 


* feit my good will for ever, and 


60 that you can never ſee me again, 


if you do not make the deſtined 
© uſe of the money I have brought 
for your acceptance.” 

AT 
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Ar this moment my room was 
again entirely darkened, for with 
a loud noiſe the figure and lights 
that accompanied it diſappeared. 
Though I could ſcarely credit what 
I had ſeen, yetI was almoſt certain 
that I did not dream; I found my 
door with ſome difficulty, and with 
nearly as much, waked my ſervant, 
whoſe room joined to mine; I did 
not venture to communicate my 
apparition, for I was aſhamed of my 
credulity; I only aſked for a light, 


and 
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and enquired if he had not heard a 
noiſe ; he aſſured me he had not, 
and indeed his ſleepy looks ſaid 
the ſame thing. 


Urox my return to my own 
apartment, I began nia to doubt 
the reality of my viſion, but the bag 
on the hogs; which I found contain- 
ed five thouſand louis, was an evi- 
dence I could not queſtion. My room 
appeared in the ſame ſituation as 
when I went to bed; it was ſepa- 


rated 
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rated from my other apartments, 


my ſervant's room alone joining it ; 
nor could I diſcover any aperture 
in the floor, or any derangement in 
the pictures with which 1t was TI 
The ſtrange certainty of truth, add- 
edto the improbability of the event, 
was as aſtoniſhing as diſtreſſing ; I 
ſlept but little, and the arrival of 
morning, by diſperſing the leaſt idea 
of a dream, increaſed my perplexi- 
ty; but with a heart full of gratitude 
to my guardian angel, I reſolved 


to 
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to obey her commands, and to truſt 
to ſome future event, and further 


viſitation for repaying her, 


Tur Chevalier de Melfort and 
Leonora were both equally ſurpriſ- 
ed I believe at the quickneſs of my 
payment. I went to both of them 
the next morning, and diſcharged 


the whole of their demands. 


Melfort could not have the face to 
laugh at me when I informed him 


my circumſtances would require 
E Tome 
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ſome alteration in my way of life; 
as I brought him ſuch a teſtimony 
of the neceſlity; he tried to diſſuade 
me from quitting Leonora, and 
ended by telling me, that he was 
not ſurpriſed; I was fired of her 
he ſuppoſed, and had another fan- 
cy ;—he propoſed many gay parties, 
which I declined, and we parted 
tolerable friends,——Melfort how- 
ever could not help obſerving with 
a ſneer, that when I had lived a 
little more in the world, I ſhould 


not 


» 
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not be ſo entirely overcome by ſo 


trilling a downfal, 


LEONORA wept very much at 


the confirmation of my quitting 
her, but when ſhe found that her 
entreaties could not change my re- 
ſolution, ſhe acquieſced with a gen- 
tleneſs for which I was much oblig- 
ed to her, whatever was her mo- 


tive, 


I it VITED Valmont and Dorligny 
to dine with me; and it was with 


E 2 apparent 
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apparent pleaſure that my uncle, 
at his return from Verſailles, found 


me in ſuch company. 


Ix the evening he took me aſide 
and told me, that though he would 
never force my inclination, I had it 
in my power to oblige him ; that a 
place of honour was then vacant in 
the houſehold of the Duke of 
that the king had offered it to me, 


3 


and that he wiſhed my acceptance. 


I EXPRESSED 
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IEXPRESSED my gratitude to my 
uncle, and remembered the pro- 
phecy of my viſion. The Marechal 
then continued, © you know my 
« dear boy, that in France, an atten- 
dance upon the court is reckon- 
ed eligible fora young man, Yet 
* let your conduct be ſteady, ho- 
© nourable, and independent; and 
* gain the favour of your prince 
* by your exactitude in doing your 
* duty, but without ſervility.“ I aſ- 
ſured my uncle that I would never 


E 3 give 


 ,_ 
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give him any reaſon to bluſh at my 
bearing his name, and we agreed 
upon the day when I was to be 


preſented at court. 


I was ſoon eſtabliſhed in this 
new ſituation; for ſome time the 
idea of the ſtrange event that had 
happened to me, was irkſome and 


diſtreſſing ; but the change of ſcene, 


and the dividing my life between 
Paris and Verſailles, occupied and 
amuſed me; and though I often 

thought 


G 
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thought of my aerial friend, the 
thought grew leſs painful. 


I Har the good fortune to be 


plealing to my prince, popular 
amongſt the young men, and ap- 
proyed of by the old; when it 
came into the head of Madame de 
Roſeville, one of the prettieſt and 
giddieſt of all the women I ever 
knew, to inliſt me among her ad- 
mirers. She was one of the Ducheſs 


of ladies, and the ſimila- 
— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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rity of our ſervice, and ſituation at 
court, gave us frequent opportuni- 
ties of meeting.—Her wildneſs en- 
tertained me, I looked upon her 
as a child, and never had the leaſt 
thought of making love to her; yet 
certainly from her manner ſhe gave 
me the appearance of being her 
ſlave. There was an infatuation 
about her one could ſcarcely reſiſt; 
and ſhe was ſo handſome, and fo 
capriciouſly entertaining, that it 
was impoſſible not to ſeek her con- 


verſation, 


* 
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verſation, and not to feel her in- 


fluence. 


Bur under the appearance of 
levity and thoughtleſſneſs, ſhe hid 
a character ſometimes met with; 
that of being a ſchemer and poli- 
tician. She felt more pleaſure in 
carrying a point of this nature, (fo 
ſtrange are the wiſhes of the mind,) 
then in admiration, and the conſci- 
ouſneſs of wit and beauty ; and ſhe 


was ſo ſudden in her meaſures, and 


E 5 | ſo 
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To powerſul in her perſuaſions, that 


ſhe often ſucceeded. 


Tur court, and indeed the na- 
tion, was divided into two parties. 
Mr. D-—, who had a powerful 
department in the finances, had 
raiſed himſelf from nothing, by an 
active buſtling mind, that was not 
alarmed by ſcruples, or ſtopped by 


diſhculties, His meaſures, ſince he 


had been in power, were pleaſing 
to the miniſtry, by their intrepi- 
dity, 
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dity, and reſources. But he was 
looked upon with abhorrence by 
the old nobility, amongſt whom my 
uncle took the lead; they hated his 
arrangements, and deſpiſed his per- 
ſon; the younger men, the ſchemers, 
and all the claſs of avanturiers ſup- 
ported him.—He was a favourite 
amongſt many of the women, both 
at court and at Paris; and Madame 
de Roſeville was one of his warmeſt 
advocates. 


MADAME 
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 Mapane de Roſeville had ſet her 
heart upon gaining me to her party, 
and by that means, of ſeducing or 
at leaſt diſtreſſing my uncle, whoſe 
partiality for me was well known. 
I confeſs I was ſuch a dupe to her 
apparent childiſhneſs, that I was 
blind to her projects; to play and 
paſs away the preſent moment was 
all the depth I gave to her inten- 
tions ; ſome time before ſhe open- 
ed her political attack : ſhe con feſſed 
to me that ſhe liked me; and I had 


not 
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not ſtrength of mind and philoſo- 
phy enough to reſiſt her allure- 
ments; my heart indeed was {till 


another's, but what was it devoted 


to? a phantom, a being that be- 


friended me to be ſure; but that 
ſeemed of another world ; in ſhort 
I found reaſons enough to juſtify 
my inconſtancy; and I have ever 
found by experience and obſerva- 
tion, that the great danger of the 
world, is not the ſeducing by the 
force of ſome great paſſion, but by 


allowing 
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allowing leſſer objects, and conti- 
nual diſſipation, to weaken the 


mind, and to deſtroy the ſenſibility 
of the heart, 


A FEM days convinced me of 
the lightneſs of Madame de Roſe- 
ville's character; for I had every 
reaſon to believe that I was not her 
only favoured lover. But I never 
had eſteemed her, and the ſame- 
thing like momentary jealouſy that 
this diſcovery inſpired, increaſed 
her 
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her power ; I never wiſhed for or 
regretted her preſence when I was 
not with her. But the moment I be- 
held her, ſhe enchanted every 
power of reſiſtance to her com- 


mands far away. 


'T was amazed when ſhe began 
to attack me upon my political ſen» 
timents ; it was in vain I quoted a 
famous ſaying, that ſo pretty a 
mouth ſhould not talk of politicks, 
ſhe ſtill returned to the charge. She 

: praiſed 
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praiſed Mr. D-—, and continually 


urged me to be introduced to him; 


but upon my uncle's account, and 
indeed from my own opinion, I re- 
jected the propoſal. We were in the 
Carnival, and all Madame de Roſe- 
ville's ſociety had made a party to 
go, very much diſguiſed, to the 


maſqued ball at the opera houſe; 


we dined at her houſe in Paris, and 


there ſhe informed me that Mr, 
D—— was to give a late ſupper, 
after the maſquerade, to the whole 


party, 
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party, and that ſhe hoped I would 
not break our ſet, by the ſtrength 
of my prejudice ;—I repreſented to 
her, that owing every thing as I did 
to my uncle, it would be highly 
indecent in me to ſup at the houſe 
of his avowed enemy, with whom 
I was not even acquainted ; but ſhe 
obviated this objection, by aſſuring 
me that we ſhould not unmaſk, 
that Mr. D—— himſelf ſhould not 
know do I was, and that even if 
the reſt of the party inſiſted upon 


unmalking, 
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unmaſking, I might remain in dif. 


guiſe, 


' STRANGE as this ſcheme appear- 


ed I conſented, though unwilling- 
ly; and Madame de Roſeville was 


happy at having gained her point ; 
ſo good humouredly grateful to 
me, and in ſuch ſpirits, that I could 


not repent having obliged her. 


Txt moſt lively part of Madame 


de Roſeville's ſociety dined with 


her 
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her at her hotel; we diſguiſed our- 
ſelves in the molt groteſque man- 
ner, and were ſcarcely known to 
one another; the uniformity of our 
dreſſes ſecured our concealment, 
and we fallied forth certain of not 
being diſcovered. Madame de 
Roſeville leaned upon my arm, and 
my ſpirits were increaſed by her 
good humour; our projects were to 
puzzle and teaze all our acquain- 
tance, and ſhe ſucceeded with a 
cheerfulneſs that made her very 


entertaining ; 
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entertaining; I was expreſſing to 
her the admiration ſhe inſpired me 
with, when a maſk, very much 
muffled, in a black cloak and hood, 
and with an orange knot upon its 
head; pulled me by the arm, and 
whiſpered, “ do you think it 1s 
a proper return for your uncle's 
& kindneſs, to ſup at D-—'s?” I 
ſtarted !——for though it was in a 
meaſure diſguiſed, the voice I heard 
penetrated to my heart.“ I mult 


* know who you are?” ſaid I turn- 


ing 
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ing with eagerneſs; but then it 
occurred to me, that it could only 
be one of our own party, the ſup- 
per engagement being known but 
to them; and I called Madame de 
Roſeville to my aid, begging her to 
diſcover who it could be, and whe- 
ther one of our companions had not 
changed their diſguiſe ; ſhe accoſted 
the maſk with her uſual vivacity ; 
but ſhaking its head willfully at 
me, it withdrew into the crowd ; 
Madame de Roſeville was purſuing 


it 
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it eagerly, when luckily, for I be- 
gan to repent having drawn her in- 
to the converſation, one of her 
friends, whom ſhe wiſhed to teaze, 
ſtopped her career; and whilſt ſhe 
was attacking them, and that I was 
looking all around me for my maſk, 
a tap upon my ſhoulder diſcovered 
it at my elbow ; in a tone of voice 
then undiſguiſed, it ſaid, * I ſee 
* you have quite forgot poor Roſe.” 


Oh no, I ſaid, nor whilſt I exiſt 


* can I ever forget you ; and by 


© heavens, 
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* heavens, now I have found you, 


* no power ſhall ſeparate us.” If 
« you wiſh to ſee me, anſwered ſhe, 


& follow me.“ 


Sur puſhed through the crowd, 
and I forgot entirely that Madame 
de Roſeville, (who had quitted my 
arm to attack her friend) exiſted ; 
and with the utmoſt joy followed 
the maſk ; unluckily a noiſy party 
ruſhed between us, and for a mo- 
ment I had reaſon to fear that I 

| had 
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had loſt her; but forcing my way 
through the troop of maſks that had 


ſeparated us, I again beheld her 


looking about for me, and followed 
her out of the ball room with great 
ſucceſs: She led me through a pri- 
vate door into a bye ſtreet, where 
there were but a few carriages, and 
paſling by them ſhe came to the 
door of a carriage where four men 
in maſks were ſtanding.—She got 
into the coach, and I was preparing 
to follow her, when her attendants 


ſeized 
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ſeized hold of me, and informed me 
that I muſt conſent to be blindfold- 
ed; © what you pleaſe, ſaid I, if I 
ego with that lady; they very cau- 


tiouſly tied a handkerchief round 


my eyes, and two of them got into 


che carriage; to prevent my form- 


ing a gueſs of our route, we winded 


for above an hour, through many 


parts of the town; I was heartily 


tired of the journey, and of the 


lence of Roſe and my companions ; 


and it was with great pleaſure that 


3 I was 
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I was at laſt informed that we were 


arrived, 


My guides conducted me up a 
narrow ſtaircaſe, and through ſeve- 
ral doors, when unbinding my eyes, 
I found myſelf ina handſome anti- 
chamber, and I had the happineſs 
ol ſeeing my dear little maſk ; ſhe 
haſtily went into the adjoining 
room, where I followed her; but 
my aſtoniſhment was beyond ex- 


preſſion when I. found, inſtead of 
A 
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my black lady, with her orange 
knots, Roſe, adorned with every 
charm that dreſs, grace, and ele- 
gance could beſtow; ſhe was ſeated 
at the upper end of a beautiful 
room, gaily illuminated. Though 
Madame de Roſeville was allowed 
to excel in the art of dreſs, ſhe never 


had been half ſo becomingly adorn- 


ed, as I then beheld my beloved 


miſtreſs; ſhe was playing upon the 
harp, and-to add to the enchant- 
ment of her appearance, was ſing- 


F 2 ing 
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ing the ſong I had heard in the 


wood in Burgundy. 


I RAN up to her, and falling upon 
my knees, I exclaimed, © Oh what- 
* ever you are, for pity ſake do 
* not again leave me; if you are 
* a woman, I will love you with all 
* the tenderneſs of the trueſt lover; 
« if you are a ſuperior being, I will 
% adore you, and ſerve you as a 
« {lave; and only hope ſometimes 
to be rendered happy by ſeeing 


66 you bo 
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« you; ſhe ſmiled and ſaid,“ Charles 
* do you forgive my taking you 
* from Madame de Roſeville ?” 
Forgive you, ſaid I, it is adding a 
greater obligation to all thoſe you 
have already beſtowed.” “ You 
* will not then, continued Role, 
* endanger your uncle's peace, and 
« wound his feelings, by living with 
his enemies.“ I aſſured her that 
ſuch a meaſure would never again 
be thought of by me; and I earneſt- 
ly lamented my folly in having 

F 3 been 
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been drawn in by Madame de 
Roſeville; and tried to perſuade her 
of my having preſerved my heart 
in liberty. But then expreſſing to 
her the anxious miſery of the ſitua- 


tions ſhe placed me in, and the 
doubts, and almoſt madneſs, the 
myſtery that ſurrounded her occa- 
ſioned; I entreated her to treat me 
with ſincerity, and to tell me who 
ſhe was? One that wiſhes you 
© well Charles,” anſwered ſhe,**and 
* that hopes to lead you to happi- 

© neſs, 
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*« neſs. But attend to me if I have 
* really made an impreſſion upon 
* your heart? if you can withſtand 
* the ridicule of giving up the 
% blameful purſuits, of thoſe of your 
* own age, for a phantom, a paſling 
* ſhadow as Iappear to you? I will 
% hereafter reward you, if fixing 
* my abode with you will in reality 
* be a reward; but my firſt trial 
* of your relolution is requiring 
that you make no attempt to diſ- 
* cover me; and in this I am 


F 4 e doubly 
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* doubly your friend, for I aſſure 
you it would be trouble ian 
« away; I aſſured her that however 
painful the talk might be, the hopes 
ol ſixing her would enable me to 
keep my promiſe. She then, witha 
manner peculiar to herſelf, laid 
down the wiſeſt rules for my future 
conduct; ſuch indeed as might have 


come from the lips of the ſageſt 


parent, —An elegant ſupper was 
ſerved by a number of maſked at- 


tendants; and her converſation had 
all 
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all the playfulneſs of Madame de 
Roſeville, and all the faſcination of 


Leonora. 


AFTER having received my pro- 


miſes of obedience, and having re- 


peated to me that her future pre- 


ſence depended upon the condi- 


tions of my ſubmiſſion; ſhe inform- 


ed me that I muſt leave her; the 


maſks who had conducted me ap- 


peared; I was again blindfolded, 


and the: ſame cautions were made 


F 5 ule 
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uſe of to prevent my remembrance 
of the road we came. When I was 


ſet at liberty I found myſelf at a 


ſmall door that led into the ball 


room, the door was opened by my 


whimfical. attendants, and cloſed 


upon me as ſoon as they ſaw me 
ſafe, and that their charge was 
over. I made no attempt to follow 
them, but dreading the ſight of any 
of my acquaintance I left the maſ- 
querade, I received the next morn- 
ing a letter from Madame de Roſe- 


ville, 
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ville, giving me joy, in a moſt 
ironical ſtrain, of the conqueſt I had 
made of the little black maſk ; and 
complimenting me upon my polite- 
neſs in having left her alone in the 
midſt of a crowded aſſembly ; as I 
meant to excuſe my ſelf with as 
much coolneſs as civility would 
allow, ſhe ſoon perceived that 1 
was not eager to regain her favour; 
for a time the difficulty gave her 
the greateſt deſire to renew her 
conqueſt; but finding her efforts 


unſucceſsful, 
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unſucceſsful, her natural levity 
made her forget me, and engage 
with as much eagerneſs in ſome 
new plan of victory and intrigue. 
I cAx Nor attempt to deſcribe 
how much I ſuffered from the un- 
certainty of my ſituation ; but 1 
occupied myſelf in trying to de- 
ſerve Roſe's kindneſs and affeQion ; 
I felt convinced that ſhe was in- 
formed, and watchful of my con- 
duct; and with regard to her, my 


eſteem 
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eſteem and gratitude had ſo en- 
creaſed my paſſion, that I could not 
form the idea of a ſituation of life 
in which I might find her, that could 
prevent my readineſs to join my 
fate to hers; the acquaintance that 
I now cultivated were ſuch as could 
not fail of doing me credit; and I 
had the good fortune to meet with 


their approbation. 


Bur a new purſuit ſoon fixed 
into one channel all my wiſhes and 
occupations; a war was declared, 


and 
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and the ardour that in a military 
country ſuch an event muſt occa- 
ſion is very great; my uncle with 
his uſual goodneſs, obtained for me 
the command of his own regiment, 
and fitted me out with great gene- 
rolity ; we were ordered in the 
ſpring to join the Marechal de ——'s 


army then in Italy. 


I Hap the happineſs of diſtin- 
guiſhing myſelf in ſeyeral engage- 
ments; and by having been fortu- 


nate 
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nate enough, by my preſence of 
mind, to cover the retreat of a large 
body of men, I gained the good 
opinion and protection of the gene- 
ral; my eagerneſs for employment, 
and my ſucceſs in ſeveral little 


{kirmiſhes, gave me frequent op- 


o 
. 


portunities of gaining credit by my 
courage; a ſervice of danger was 
in agitation ; it was to convoy, with 
one regiment, (for more could not 
be ſpared from the main body of 
the army) proviſion and ammuni- 


tion 
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tion to a ſmall town in our poſſeſ- 
ſion; which it was expected the 
enemy would take the firſt oppor- 
tunity of beſieging. 


Tux danger conſiſted in being 
to paſs very near to a conſiderable 
poſt of the enemy's; and indeed 
ſecrecy was the belt chance for our 
ſucceſs, 

I EARNESTLY petitioned to be en- 
truſted with this expeditions and 

that 
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that the choſen regiment might be 
mine. The general, either from 
confidence in my former good for- 
tune, or from a knowledge of my 
ardent wiſh to exert myſelf, grant- 


ed my demand, 


As I looked upon ſecrecy and 
diſpatch as my chief ſecurity, I ſet 
out in the night ; we met the wag- 
gons we were to protect, and we 
paſſed the enemy's poſt whillt it was 
dark; we imagined ourſelves ſe- 


cure, 
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cure, when at dawn of day, a body 
of the enemy, far fuperior to my 
troop, fell upon us; I in a moment 
ſaw the danger, but was reſolved at 
leaſt to make a good defence, and 
to ſupport to the laſt the charge 
with which I was intruſted; we 
fought with great fierceneſs, and 
made the moſt of our round ; but 
were beginning to ſink under 2 
fuperior number, when an officer 
of my regiment told me that a large 


body of men were ſeen at ſome 


diſtance ; 
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diſtance; as I was certain it was im- 
poſſible that they could be friends, 
for whence could they come? I 
was perſuaded that it was a new 
foe ; I became deſperate, and again 
charged the enemy's party with . 
redoubled fury; three horſemen 
had cloſed with me ; I was already 
wounded in the arm and in the 
ſide, and another ſtroke ſeemed 
upon the point of deſtroying me; 


when a young officer, leading the 
party of horſe that we had ſeen, 
ruſhed 
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ruſhed to my aſliſtance, he forced 
himſelf between the huſſars and 
me, his troop put them to flight, 
whilſt the remainder of his men 


who were coming up in great num- 


bers, engaged their companions ; 
meanwhile he fupported me upon 
my horle, but when I looked at 
my deliverer, I beheld, under the 

form of a beautiful youth, my Roſe! 
my GUARDIAN ANGEL !—this was 
the laſt thing that I obſerved, for I 
fainted from pain and loſs of blood, 
When 
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When came to myſelf again, I do 
not know ; for a fever had derang- 
ed my underſtanding in ſuch a 
manner, that it was a fortnight be- 
fore I had a reaſonable idea of any 
thing around me ; and the recovery 
of my ſenſes was ſucceeded by a 
aupicker that laſted many weeks. 
The firſt thing that ſtruck me was 
being in a pleaſant room, attended 
by the ſurgeon of my regiment, and 
a phyſician from Paris; and near to 
my bedſide, the firſt object I be- 

held 
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held was Roſe, in her military 
uniform; I attempted to ſpeak to 
her, when my phyſician informed 
me, that my recovery depended 
upon filence and quiet; I ſhould 
have infringed this command, had 
not Roſe, whom I muſt now call 
Frederick, for under that name ſhe 
was known to my attendants; de- 
ſired me, with an earneſt look and 


manner, to comply. 


FREDERICK then was: conſtantly 
at my bedſide, and the tendereſt 


nurſe 
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nurſe could not have watched me 
with more attention. Every medi- 
eine was given by him, and the 
food I took was at his deſire. If I 
was in pain in the night, cloſe to 
my bed I was ſure to ſee him, ob- 
{erving every turn, and attentive to 
every ſigh. As I grew ſtronger, to 
prevent my ſpeaking, which was 
{lll dangerous, he would: amuſe 
me by the moſt intereſting conver- 


ſation, or read to me in authors 


that were entertaining and play ful. 
He 
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He contrived always to occupy, 
never to fatigue my mind, and ſo 
great was his zeal, that I ſeemed to 
be the object and only care of all 


his moments. 


My ſtate of mind was ſuch, that 
though I felt ſome aſtoniſhment at 
the extraordinary apparition and 
preſence of Roſe, I was too weak 
to give way to the embarraſlnent; 
I therefore quietly yielded to the 
happineſs that filled my heart, at 
being 
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being nurſed by, and continually 
bleſt with the ſight of the object 
of my attachment. As I gained 
ſtrength my doubts became more 
painful and perplexing; and I ſome- 
times broke out into queſtions, 
which Frederick always eluded ; 
one evening as I grew more con- 
ſcious of my returning health, and 
conſequently more aware of my 
ſituation, I entreated him to own 
that he was Roſe, and to indulge me 
with an explanation I had wiſhed 
G ſo 
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ſo long. He anſwered me by ſay- 
ing; © My dear friend, till this 
* moment I have always placed the 
by extraordinary queſtions you have 
made me, to the account of your 


* diſorder; but now that your 


„mind is in ſome meaſure reco- 


« vered, what can you mean? 
* ſure ſome ſtrong reſemblance that 
« you trace in my features miſ- 
guides you ;” Oh Roſe, Roſe, I 
* {aid, do you think I can miſtake 
v you ? however, to anſwer you in 


* your 


— 
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« your own way, how am I to ac- 


* count, ſuppoling you to be a 


+ ſtranger, for the unparelled atten- 
* tion and kindneſs I have expe- 
© rienced from you; your natural 
* courage might have prompted 


you to fave my life, but you 


* have done more; you have given 


* up your time to me, and watched 
me as you would have done your 


brother, to what motive can I 


place ſuch attention ?” © To the 


* eſteem you have inſpired me 


G ·˙¹ r yet; 


| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
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ce with, anſwered he; I had the 
good fortune to ſave your life, 
* and common humanity, and the 
« ſituation you was in, required 
* my ſeeing you in a ſafe place, 
* your own merit has done the reſt, 
% As to what I am, I have no reaſon 
© to conceal it, and indeed I could 
** not, as it is ſufficiently known. 
* My name is Frederick * *; the 
* old officer you have ſeen with 
* me is my uncle; I have been till 
64 2 — in indolence by a fond 


75 mother, 
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« mother, who would not allow me 
to engage in a military life; ſhe is 
„lately dead, and as I am ſtill un- 
« der age, my uncle is my guardian; 
« when I found myſelf free, the 
« fermentation occalioned by the 
* war, found its way to my boſom ; 
“I was ſeized with a military ar- | 
«* dour, and with my uncle's con- 
« ſent obtained leave of the gover- 


« nowurof Nancy, for I have an eſlate 


in Loraine, to raiſe a regiment 
and join the French army; I was 


G 3 % upon 
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* upon my road, when paſling by 


a village near the route you fol. 


* lowed, a ſoldier I fancy belonging 


** to you, who either meant to lag 
* behind, or to deſert, informed 
* me of your undertaking, of the 
e ſmallneſs of your regiment, and of 
„ the danger apprehended at a cer- 
i tain poſt; I immediately thought 
te the beſt uſe I could make of my 
% mer, was to bring you ſuccour; 
I was happy enough to be in time 
„with my aſſiſtance; when you 


c fainted 
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* fainted I carried you to a tree, 
** where your own furgeon dreſt 
your wounds; my troop united 
© with your's repulſed the enemy, 
and lodged the proviſions ſafe in 
* the town; from ſteps towards a 
* truce, we have remained here 
* ever ſince without moleitation ; 
* the truth of what I relate, make 
** what enquiries you will, will be 
confirmed to you; we have often 
© trembled for your life, nor would 
* I leave you till I ſaw it ſecure.” 


G 5 DISTRESSED 
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DisTRESSED as I was by my 
doubts and uneaſine ſs, yet my chief 
fear was Frederick's leaving me ; 
and I obliged my reaſon to ſubmit, 
leaſt continual enquiries ſhould have 
deprived me of his preſence; as 
I grew better he appeared more 
amiable ; he no longer reſtrained 
the cheerful eaſe and lively ſallies 
of his imagination, and the good- 
neſs and ſenſibility of his heart, 
equalled the delicacy and attention 
of his behaviour; his mind was cul- 


tivated 
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tivated and particularly adorned 
with every pleaſing branch of lite- 
raturez he was a perfect muſician, 
and his paintings were ſuch as a 
maſter might have avowed; with 
ſuch reſources, and with the be- 
witching charm of his reſemblance, 
it cannot be wondered if my time 
was agreeably paſſed, and my re- 


covery ſpeedily compleated. 


I HAD been out to take the air 
leveral times, when one morning 


G5 I was 
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I was ſurprized by not ſeeing 
Frederick at my bedſide when I 
awoke; I called to my ſervant 
Carlo, and eagerly enquired for my 
friend; when with an air of aſto- 
niſhment, he anſwered me by ſay- 
ing, Surely Sir the Baron (for ſo 
they named F rederick) took leave 
* of you ?2'—*© Took leave of me, I 
" exclaimed, why where is he?” 
Carlo entreated me to be calm, and 
then informed me that the Baron 


and his uncle- had been obliged, 
upon 
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upon the arrival of ſome letters, 
to ſet off for Nancy the night before; 
the confirmation of this intell:gence 
quite overwhelmed me, and the 
agitation it occaſioned, alarmed my 


phy ſician very much. 


Bur it was in ſome meafure 
relieved by aletter from my friend, 
excuſing himſelf for his abrupt de- 
parture ; he had been preſled, he 
laid, by important bulineſs, and 
he feared a formal parting for both 

. of 


* 
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of us. His prefence was at preſent 
neceſſary in Loraine, but he hoped 


ſoon to meet me at Paris. 


Tuis laſt circumſtance was my 
chief conſolation; I had often in- 
deed formed the reſolution of pene- 
trating through the myſtery that 
ſurrounded me. 


E 


Ix the laſt inſtance, my weak- 


neſs, and the pleaſure my ſubmiſ- 
fion to my phantom's will gave we, 
had 
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had conquered my efforts. But at 
our meeting in Paris J ſolemnly re- 
ſolved to clear every doubt, and to 
know at laſt what and who the be- 
ing was, that poured bleſſings and 
favours upon me, but at the ſame 
time diſtracted my head and heart 
with all the anxiety of uncer- 
tainty. 


| WaitsT I was employing my 
recovered underſtanding in the re- 
view of all that had happened, and 
whilſt 
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whilſt I vainly tried to penetrate 
into the paſt, was forming ſchemes 
for the future, I was agreeably ſur- 
prized by the arrival of my father 
and mother. They had been inform- 


ed of my wounds, and as ſoon as 


they could obtain leave of abſence, 
and ſettle their affairs in Italy, they 


flew to me. 


Mr joy to ſee them was as ſin- 
cere as unexpected; I expreſſed it 
in every manner my ſenſibility 


could 
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could ſuggelt; but delighted as I 
was, I could neither hide or con- 
quer my uneaſineſs and agitation. 
The melancholy that for ever op- 
preſſed me, ſtruck my kind parents, 
and to quiet their fears, I confeſled 
to them that it was occaſioned by 
the loſs of the dear friend who had 
ſaved my life; they joined with 
me in regretting him, and aſſured 
me that at Paris they would do 
every thing in their power to prove 
their gratitude to Frederick. 

| | AS 
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As ſoon as I had ſufficiently re- 
covered my ſtrength we ſet out for 
Paris; the journey was ſpent in a 
ſtate of anxiety and weakneſs upon 
my ſide, and of kindneſs and ſolici- 
tude upon my father and mother's: 
The morning of the day when we 
were to arrive, I perceived an air 
of conſultation and myſtery be- 
tween them; I had been expatiating 
upon my happineſs in again ſeeing 
my honoureduncle; when my father 
ſaid to me; * Though I have Men 


*« apprehenſive 
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© apprehenſive my dear Charles, 
that ſudden joy would be too 
* much for you in your preſent 
* weak ſituation, and have there- 
© fore concealed the joyful tidings, 
« I can no longer reſiſt the pleaſure 
of informing you of the happineſs 
« you ſo well deſerve, and which 
. awaits you.“ I eagerly gazed upon 
my father, and I confeſs my heart 
directly began to beat with the ex- 
pectation that it was ſomething con- 


cerning Roſe that I was prepared 


to 
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to hear; what elſe, as my thoughts 


were then bent, could be happineſs 
to me? he continued by ſaying, 
Q you little gueſs, dear boy, the 
te brilliant and envied fate that 
* meets you at Paris. The marriage 
* of your couſin and the Duke of 
is at an end, and your gene- 
* rous uncle, with more than paren- 
* tal fondneſs, and refuſing upon 
your account the greateſt offers 
in France, intends to give you the 
„young, the rich, the beautiful 
« Adelaide,” / 

= My 
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My father expected that his in- 
telligence would be received by 
me with joy and gratitude, but my 
fallen countenance and melancholy 
reception of the news, was an 


evident diſappointment. 


HE looked ſteadfaſtly at me for 
ſome time, and at laſt ſaid to me, 
Is it poſhble Charles that you 
* ſhould not feel the value of what 
© 1s offered you, or that you ſhould 
© be unworthy of this bleſſing?“ 

Alas, 
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to hear; what elſe, as my thoughts 


were then bent, could be happineſs 
to me? he continued by ſaying, 
15 you little gueſs, dear boy, the 
e brilliant and envied fate that 
« meets you at Paris. The marriage 
te of your couſin and the Duke of 
* eis at an end, and your gene- 
* rous uncle, with more than paren- 
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** your account the greateſt offers 


in France, intends to give you the 


* young, the rich, the beautiful 
« Adelauge,” 7 
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My father expected that his in- 
telligence would be received by 
me with joy and gratitude, but my 
fallen countenance and melancholy 
reception of the news, was an 


evident diſappointment. 


HE looked ſteadfaſtly at me for 
ſome time, and at laſt ſaid to me, 
Is it poſhble Charles that you 
© ſhould not feel the value of what 
© 1s offered you, or that you ſhould 
be unworthy of this bleſſing? 
| « Alas, | 
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« Alas, alas Sir, anſwered I, the 
* favourite wiſh of my heart would 


© be to teſtify my love and duty to 


ve you and to my uncle, but I am a 


* poor deluded madman!” My fas 
ther and mother were equally affect- 
ed by my vehemence, and alarmed 
on account of my ſituation, they 
entreated me to calm myſelf, and 
aſſured me, that however they might 
lament my not entering into views 
that would have rendered them ſo 
happy, they would never force my 
inclinations; they then conjured 
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me in the kindeſt manner to avow 
my attachment, wherever 1t might 
be placed, and they urged me by 
reminding me of their indulgent 
tenderneſs to diſcloſe the object of 
my love; this I told them was not 
in my power; they then earneſtly. 
enquired whether I had not heard 
reports, and certainly falſe ones if 
I had, to the diſadvantage of my 
couſin. Oh no, ſaid I, I only am 
* certain that the Princeſs of Zelve 
© deſerves a better fate than I could 


© offer 
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« offer her.” © What are we to do 


* for you then Charles,” aſked my 


father? I threw myſelf upon his 
dear hand, and only entreated for 
time, that I might unravel ſome 
ftrange affairs that perplexed me. 
My parents ſeemed. unwilling to 
diſtreſs me by painful queſtions; 
and ſhame, and the improbability 
of my ſtory, obliged me to be 
ſilent, but they condeſcended to 
grant my requeſt of obtaining the 
time I petitioned ; but upon this 

Condition, 


- 
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condition, that I would not damp 
the happineſs of their interview 
with my uncle, by ſhewing any 


immediate diſlike to my couſin. 


My agitation encreaſed every 
moment, and as much as I wiſhed 
to ſee my uncle, yet I feared the 
inſtant of our arrival; a thouſand 
remembrances of paſt times, crowd- 
ed upon my mind as we drove up 
to the hotel de Zelve. The ſervants 
received us with tranſport, and in- 


formed 
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formed us that my uncle was ex- 
pecting us in his daughter's apart- 
ments; and they conducted us into 
the wing which was appropriated 
for her, and which was {till unfiniſh- 


ed as when I was laſt at Paris. 


Wr were introduced, through a 
magnificent ſtair caſe and ſuit of 
rooms, to the anti-chamber of my 
couſin's own apartments ; the door 
opened, and in the very room where 
I had been carried the night of the 


maſque rade, 
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maſquerade, I beheld my uncle 
leading Roſe in his hand, beauti- 
fully dreſſed, and as handſome as 
an angel, He conducted her to 
me, and with a benign aſpect ſaid, 


“Charles will you accept of my 


* daughter?” 


Tus ſtrong impreſſions of doubt 
and of fiction that had for ſome 
time paſt preſſed upon my mind, 

made me queſtion the reality of 
What I ſaw and heard; an univer- 


H ſal 
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ſal trembling ſeized me, and J had 
only ſtrength to ſay, Oh do not 
„ continue to deceive me, for I 
cannot bear it.” My couſin ſeem- 
cd to be equally agitated; but 
taking hold of my hand, and with 
a gentleneſs ſhe alone poſſeſſed, ſaid 
to me, Dear Charles, if you {till 


& wiſh it, Roſe is yours.“ 


IT would be in vain for me to 
attempt the deſcription of happineſs 
too ſincere and too tumultuous for 


words 


GUARDIAN ANGEL. 151 


words to-expreſs. Our parents were 
quite overcome by the joy of which 
they partook ; but to calm theſe 
firſt emotions, and to ſatisfy all 
my doubts, my uncle deſired the 
Princeſs of Zelve to explain the 
myſtery of her conduct, and to re- 
late what had happened; but he 
added, remember Charles, that 
„ romantick and wild as my Ade- 
© laide's projects appear, ſhe was 
e ſeconded in them by a romantick 
* whimſical old father.” 


H 2 SHE. 


= —+_"—o . — 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


152 THE NEW SYLPH, OR 


Sux began as follows, and what 
ſhe ſaid was ſo engraven upon my 


heart, that time has not had the 


power of effacing it. 


BEFORE I enter into my ro- 
* mantick hiſtory, ſaid ſhe, remem- 
* ber my dear Charles, that the 
lengths upon which I ventured, 
« were not riſked for a ſtranger, 
but for the partner and friend of 
my childhood, indeed almoſt my 
„ brother ; remember likewiſe that 


in 


1 
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© jn the ſucceſs of my various 
* ſchemes I depended much upon 
% my knowledge of the gaodnefs 
* of your heart; and I muſt alſo 


«© confeſs that I have been wonder- 


« fully aſſiſted by chance. 


© BRovGHT up at home againſt 
C the uſual cuſtom in France, and 
being the conſtant object of the 
* tenderneſs of my father; and 
« beſides having continually before 
* my eyes, the image of domeſtic 


H 3 « ſociety 
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“ ſociety which my father, my 
* uncle, and aunt exhibited until 
* they were removed to Naples; 
it is not wonderful that I imbibed 
«a very ſtrong paſſion for domeſtic 
„ happineſs; and the uſual paint- 
* ings of enviable ſituations in life 
« would have proved far otherways 
e to me; I was born of a romantick 

turn, which many of the ſingula- 
* rities of my education increaſed. 
My firit and greateſt attachment 
* was my father, my next was you; 


te though 
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though I was only eleven years of 
* age when we were ſeparated, yet 
W-- had lived fo much with grown 
% up people, that I was leſs of a 
child than other children of my 
© own age; and I had formed in my 
heart, and diſcloſed to my atten- 
_ * dants, my favourite plan, which 
* was that my couſin Charles ſhould 
_ © be my little huſband, ——It was 
thought right to inform me that 
* I was deſtined to be Princels of 
1 Zelve, and my father very ſoon 


H 4 13 
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began to talk openly to me about 
« the ſituation of his affairs, and my 
intended marriage; but young as 
* I was, I no ſooner was informed 
* that this union would relieve my 
father from very embar raſſed 
Y circumſtances; and would ſecure 
te to him immenſe riches, than I 
entered into the idea with en- 
* thuſiaſm, and filenced in my 
heart every ſentiment, but thoſe 
* of ſiſterly love, for you. The 
© Prince of Zelve was very old 


© and 
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* and ſickly, but had a gentle and 
© improved mind; before and even 
after my marriage with him, his 
* greateſt delight was to join with 
3 my father in my education. His 


* ill ſtate of health made a retired 


life abſolutely neceſſary to him; | 
and I paſſed my days almoſt en- 
© tirely with my father, my huſ- 
e band, and their friends Valmont 
* and Dorſigny. I did not learn in 
* their ſociety the common notions 
* of the world; but I learned-to 

H 5 * prize 


65 
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* prize the happineſs of the heart 
© above all other conſiderations ; 
to purſue with ardour the wiſh of 
* fecuring contentment to thoſe 
* whom [I loved, and of giving but 
little conſequence to any circum- 
* ſtance that could be put in com- 
« petition with the intereſt of real 
* affection; they were delighted 
„with the improvements of my 
* mind, and indulged. themſelves 


** ſometimes in teaching me the ex- 


_ * erciſes of arms and horſemanſhip, 


* together 
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* together with the accompliſh- 
« ments of my own ſex, I adored 
* my father, and next to him I per- 
© formed every vow of duty to the 
* Prince of Zelve, who was indeed 
* a {ſecond father to me; friendſhip 
* to my father had been the chief 
* reaſon of his marrying, and [ 
loved in him the reſtorer of my 
dear parent's peace and fortune; 
* and. I have the happineſs of 
thinking that my attention and 


conduct towards him, prolonged, 
ES - * or 
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* or at leaſt ſoothed, the remainder 
* of his life. 


*Ueon the Prince of Zelye's 
* death, my extreme youth made 
* it neceſſary that I ſhould paſs 
% ſome time in a convent ; but my 
* father conſtantly viſited me; his 
* converſation ſoon led my thoughts 
* to you, and I confeſs that it was 
* with ſincere ſatisfaction that 1 
* heard my father name our future 
«© Union as the deareſt of his wiſhes, 

= % I honeſtly 
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* I honeſtly avowed my real ſenti- 
* ments concerning you ; but as 
felt that the happineſs of my 
&* life was at ſtake, and as I doubted 
% my powers of attaching you, I 
« entreated him to give me time, 
* that I might be certain that the 
„ amiable character you had diſ- 
* played in your childhood was not 
* altered, and that I might try to 
* ſecure your heart. I conjured my 
father, and he conſented, as the 
« firſt ſtep towards my projects, to 


** prevent 


. 
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* prevent your having any ſuf. 
« picion of there being a poſſibility 
* of our marriage; he therefore 
te wrote to my uncle and aunt to 
* inform them that he had conſent- 
* ed to the future union of the 
© Duke of ** * and their neice, and 
© he purpoſely added that it was a 


* marriage of inclination. 


«© My wild {ſchemes were for ever 


© perſecuting me, and preſenting 


„ themſelves to me; I was certain 


ic that 
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e that the uſual mode of life in 
* France, the marriage of intereſt 
% and convenience, without an idea 
© of alfection or comfort, would be 
to me a ſcene of miſery ; I was 
* likewiſe certain that if I knew my 
* heart, its peace and happineſs 
* would be found with you, and in 
the re- union of my family. At 
** length I aſked my father if he 
* would conſent to my performing a 
plan I had formed, which was to 
prove your W. and to 


% render 
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* render me miſtreſs of your affec- 
© tions; he allured me he would, 
* and we at length prepared the 
* ſcheme that has been ſo fortu- 


© nately executed. 


* My ambition was to ſtrike you 
* in different manners; to appear 
to you unadorned, and afterwards 
with all the decorations. of art; 
* to watch you in your intercourſe 
© with the world, and engage your 
e gratitude by being of ſervice to 


66 you, 
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% you, and ſtrangely to ſurpriſe 
„your heart and mind by an ap- 
* pearance of witchery, eaſily ma- 
% naged by our previous prepara- 


© tions. 


« My father ſent for you, and to 
* continue the deceit, again artful] y 
* hinted that I was diſpoſed of. 
« I left my convent upon the pre- 
* tence of its not agreeing with my 
© health, and ſaid that I was to re- 
* tire to a country houſe of my 


« father's 
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« father's, but I left ſome ſervants 
in my apartments, and engaged 
* the abbeſs and nuns to ſpeak of 
me as ſtill there, but living in 
great retirement; and I account- 
* ed for this myſtery to them, as a 
* plan I had formed to prevent 
te viſits and importunities at the 
« houſe where I was going. 


« Every part of the machinery 
« I could think it poſſible I ſhould 
„want, was under various pre- 


6 tences, 
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e tences, prepared at the hotel at 
“Paris; your ſervant Carlo was 
* ſoon gained, as you may imagine, 
* and I was concealed at D—— 
* caſtle at the moment of your 
te arrival; I overheard part of your 
© converſation with my father, and 


the ſatisfattion it gave me, in- 


* creaſed my eagerneſs for the pro- 
6e ject. 


* Your viſit to my father's 
*« ſhooting lodge, the bower, was 
« intended 
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** intended for the trial of my plan; 
he ſeized the firſt opportunity of 
leading you to his favourite ſpot 
" by the fide of the river; under 
* ſome pretence he ſoon left you, 
* and it was not difficult to foreſee 
1 that in the courſe of your ſoli- 
ce tude, you would again ſeek a 
% place you had ſo much admired. 
I had provided myſelf with a 
* peaſant's dreſs, but elegant enough 
* to give an uncommon air to my 
% appearance; I purpoſed to have 


* placed 
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© placed myſelf in the beautiful 
% meadow every day until you 
© had found me there, but the for- 
* tunate impreſſion it had made on 
% you conveyed you to the ſpot 
the very firſt morning of your 
« being alone; three of my ſervants 
* perſonated my brothers, at a 
«* ſignal I made them they appear- 
*ed with their boat, and when 
we landed on the other ſhore, I 
« only walked, until I was out 
of ſight, to a carriage that waited 


66 for 
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* for me, and conducted me to my 


„ father's. 


* I 8aw your departure for Paris 


* with uneaſineſs and anxiety .—— 
„ could not hope that the im- 
* preſhon I had made was ſtrong 
* enough to occupy you in my ab · 
* ſence; I was therefore reſolved 
„to watch over all your actions, 
* and ſeize the firſt opportunity of 
* renewing my appearance. Car- 
* lo, Valmont, and Doxſigny, were 

| © the 
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« the tools that I employed; the 
© firſt informed me of the hours 
* that you kept, and the places to 
* which you went; the other two, 
* of every circumſtance that paſt 
in the ſocieties where you was 
* introduced; they were both of 
them well received in all places, 
and I ſecure of at leaſt one of my 
friends being in general with you | 
** without any appearance of affec- 
* tation.. I was ſoon informed of 
your intimacy with the Chevalier 


66 de 
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** de Melfort, and your growing 
* paſhion for play; and very ſoon 
* afterwards, with ſenſations of 
2 anguiſh that all my father's pre- 
* paring me to expect events of the 
* kind could not moderate, of your 
* connection with Leonora; your 
* generous diſpolition made it but 
too public AI now began to 
e truſt ſomething to chance, and a 
* great deal to your known good- 
* neſs of heart and honour. 


„ DORSIGNY, 
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* Doxs1GNY, who was acquaint- 

et ed with Leonora, was ſoon cer- 
ai tain of the debts which through 
* your extreme negligence ſhe was 
10 contracting; and Valmont was 
« informed, by the common talk of 
„the gaming part of the world, that 
60 you owed three thouſand louis 


© to the Chevalier de Melfort. 


Mx proceeded upon this know- - 
* ledge; had we truſted alone to 
* chance it would have operated 
for us; but we haſtened the event 


1 a by 
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te by my two friends having en- 
* gaged Leonora's creditors to be 
* clamorous for payment, and by 
« an intimation which was convey- 
«ed to Melfort, adviſing him to 
<« truſt you no longer, as your affairs 
*« were deſperate. At the ſame 
time my father took an opportu- 
* nity to inform you of an imagina- 
« ry diſtreſs of circumſtances, and 


© thence of his inability to aſſiſt you. 


« VERY little obſervation teſtified 
the anguiſh of mind you expe- 


© rienced, 
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e rienced. And a viſit of Dorſigny's 
“ to Leonora, in which ſhe inform- 
& ed him that you had promiſed to 
& free her, but that ſhe feared ſhe 
* had diſtreſſed you, left us no 
5 doubt. 


Tux machinery of the follow- 
* ing ſcene was very ſimple, and 
„had been long prepared; my 
* mother's. locked up apartment 
« allowing of every neceſſary ex- 
„ pedient; a trap door had been 
e nicely fitted to your floor, and 


I 2 ( ſupported 
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« ſupported by a ſcaffolding below, 
© which evaded every appearance 
in your chamber, and the luſtres 
« and illuminations, turned in and 
* out of your apartment, into a ſmall 
*« pallage, divided by a partition, 
* and concealed by a large book- 
* caſe in your ſervant's room. 
“Carlo had contrived to light your 
candle in a manner that it was 
* ſure of going out; and I came up 
through the trap door, in the fan- 
* taſtic dreſs. I, had prepared, and 
„ by a ſignal I gave, the lights were 
diſplayed; 
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* diſplayed; by another ſignal they 
« were turned back, and I de- 
e ſcended ; had you been able to 
* have forced your way into my 
* mother's apartment, you would 
* only have found the ſcaffolding 
« that ſeemed to ſupport it; for our 
te apparatus would have been con- 


* cealed, and my eſcape made long 


* before you could have penetrated 
1 . 
«© below. 


My father was negociating for 
* you the place at court which I had 
I 3 « foretold 
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« fl upported by a ſcaffolding below, 
© which evaded every appearance 
* 1n your chamber, and the luſtres 
and illuminations, turned in and 
out of your apartment, into a ſmall 
„ pallage, divided by a partition, 
* and concealed by a large book- 
„ caſe in your ſervant's room. 
Carlo had contrived to light your 
© candle in a manner that it was 
* ſure of going out; and I came up 
** through the trap door, in the fan- 
* taſtic dreſs I, had prepared, and 
by a lignal I gave, the lights were 

* diſplayed; 
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* diſplayed; by another ſignal they 


« were turned back, and I de- 


e ſcended ; had you been able to 


* have forced your way into my 


* mother's apartment, you would 
only have found the ſcaffolding 
s that ſeemed to ſupport it; for our 


% apparatus would have been con- 


* cealed, and my eſcape made long 


* before you could have penetrated 
2 . 
* below. 


„ My father was negociating for 
* you the place at court which I had 
| I 3 « foretold 
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" foretold ; as Valmont and Dor- 
* ſigny were both attached to Ver- 
“ ſailles, it was eaſy for them to 
" purſue their obſervations on your 
*© conduct, and I was befriended 
« likewiſe by an uncommon in- 
* ſtance of good fortune; Dorligny's 
«© fiſter is a widow, the Baron de 
« S— is attached to her, and ſhe 
6 interids to marry him; he is inti- 
* mately connected with Madame 

* de Roſeville's ſociety, - and had 
2 once been her lover; as ſoon as 
your attendance on that bewitch- 


ing 
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* ing woman was publick, Dor- 
* figny, through his ſiſter, engaged 
6c the Baron in our intereſt ; from 
* him we learnt Madame de Roles 
« yille's deſigns upon your heart 
and political principles; he in- 
« formed us of your apparent ſub- 
* jection, and of the powers of 
4 faſcination which ſhe employed; 
and at laſt gave us notice of the 
*« maſquerade party, and the project 
© of your ſupper, and introduction 
© to Mr. D; for ſhe had boaſted of 


© her plan, as a proof of extreme 


14 policy. 
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© policy. I really was terrified at 
* the poſſible conſequence of your 
i jmprudence, and to prevent you, 
« would willingly have riſqued a 
* diſcovery ; but we arranged our 
plan, the Baron was informed of 
* my dreſs, and diſcloſed his own 
-—M to me ; he had changed the habit 
in which he originally went, and 
* without danger of diſcovery, was 


© conſtantly near you; he eaſily 


* pointed you out to my obſerva- 


tion, and it was with real agita- 
tion that I ſpoke to you; I had 
« dreſſed 
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& dreſſed Marianne, my favourite 
* maid, who is nearly of my ſize, in 
* exactly the ſame manner as I was 
« drelled myſelf; after the ſecond 
* time of my ſpeaking to you, a 
* troop of maſks, who were poſted 
© on purpole, ruſhed between us; 
* this gave me time to pull off my 
„Orange knot, and to make my 
** eſcape home, where I haſtened 
* to dreſs my ſelf; you very con- 
* tentedly followed Marianne, and 
© the turns they took you about 
* the ſtreets of Paris, gave me time 


I 5 « for 
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„for my toilette, and added to 


your deception. 


* I couLD not have the leaſt 
% apprehenſion that it was poſſible 
for you to diſcover to what houſe 
** you was conducted, for it was 
certain that your own habitation 
« was the laſt place that could en- 
ter into your thoughts. 


© Tye carriage ſtopped at the 
* ſtreet entrance of the wing 
* that was preparing for me, and 


66 you 
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* you was introduced into an a- 
* partment that you could not gueſs 
te exiſted, If in the converſation 
* that we had together I had the 
% happineſs of pleaſing you, it pro- 
* ceeded from the ſincerity of my 
© expreſſions; | for though I had 
formed a thouſand plans of what 
* I ſhould ſay to you, I was ſo en- 
© tirely overcome by the pleaſure 
« I had in ſeeing you, and in having 
* ſnatched you from Madame de 
% Roſeville, that I am certain I did 

16 not 
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not ſay one word of what I had 


* previouſly intended. 


„THE laſt adventure I am to 
© explain, was indeed in ſome 
ee things different from what I in- 
„ tended, and from what my father 


e could have allowed. 


«© My heart was now deeply in- 

* tereſted in the ſucceſs of my pro- 
öject; every virtue I had ſeen in 
you, every amiable quality I had 


* diſcoyered, were the occaſions of 


* hopes 
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© hopes and anxiety; and the cer- 
* titude I could not help indulging, 
* that I had made ſome impreſſion 
* upon your heart, gave me a 
* greater impatience to complete 


* my deſtiny, 


“Ir was determined that you 
% was to command my father's re- 


4 giment, and to join the army. 


* THE anguiſh I felt was very 
" great ; but at the ſame time I can 
5 yenture to aſſure you, that I 
* would 
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* would not for the world have 
prevented your being expoſed to 
* the ſame dangers as every other 
young man, and my ardent wiſh 
e was that you ſhould find an occa- 
0 Gon, which I was ſure you would 
© not permit to eſcape, of diſtin- 
« guiſhing yourſelf; had it been 
©in my power I would not have 
* prevented you, as I ſhould have 
felt I was wronging you, and 
* from the intereſt I took in you, 
e that I was wronging myſelf. 


Bur 
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Bor aſtep having paſſed ay 
*« time in obſerving you, and hav- 
* ing connected myſelf with every 
“action of your life, I could not 
* conſent to loſe ſight of you; I 
| © therefore ardently entreated my 
father to allow me to be near the 
* army, and he at length conſented. 
* With the hope of being perhaps 
* of ſervice to you, I obtained 
„leave alſo to raiſe a ſmall regi- 
ment of horſe; I aſlumed the 
*+« ſuppoſed quality of a Loraine 
gentleman, where I have ſome 


* land 
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land in reality; and my ſoldiers, 
* who did not know me, imagined 
« I had obtained the Princeſs of 
* Zelve's leave to raiſe a troop up- 
* on one of her eſtates. My father 
© truſted me to the care of an old 
© Officer, who had once been his 
* companion, but had never been 
5 ſeen by you, as he choſe to live 
© in retirement; his name is Del- 
„ville, and you were told he was 
« F rederick's uncle. My father took 
* care that the general, with whom 
* he was intimate, ſhould know 


ce that 
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e that he intereſted himſelf about 
e the young man who with his 
* volunteers was to hang round 
© the ſkirts of the army, My in- 
“ tention was to be ever upon 
* the watch, and if I found that my 
e ſoldiers could be of uſe to your 
* advancement or ſafety, to fend 
* them to your aſſiſtance. I had no 
idea of venturing myſelf, and 
„Delville, who was an experienced 
© officer, was to lead and command 
* them. The general had ſeveral 
* converſations with him, and pro- 


© miſed 
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© miſed to inform him of every 
© particular in which you was con- 
« cerned; and gave my volunteers 
© a ſmall village to guard, that they 
might not appear uſeleſs; we re- 
* ceived conſtant intelligence, and 
« we heard of the engagement in 
* which you diſtinguiſhed yourſelf; 
© as I could then be of no eſſential _ 
* ſervice, I contented myſelf with 
offering fervent vows to heaven 
© for your ſafety ; and now indeed 
« I gave way to the bitterneſs of 


my anxiety, I ſcarcely ventured 


* to 
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* to make an enquiry concerning 
« you, but my anguiſh was repaid 
* by the honour and celebrity you 
gained from your courage and 
* good conduct. 223 ' 


% DELVILLE received, by a few 
* lines from the general, informa- 
* tion that upon the enſuing night 
* you was to ſet out upon à ſecret 
and dangerous expedition. We 
„Knew the country, and that the 
« ſtrong poſt by which you was to 
** paſs would - expoſe you: to the 


enemy; 
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© enemy ; we immediately fore ſaw 
* the chance we now had of being 
« uſeful to you; Delville made a 
te very Wile diſpoſition for his ſol- 
« diers, and having entreated me 
©« to remain in the village, ſet off to 
* meet you with great alacrity. My 
* anxiety would not permit me to 
* content myſelf with the poſt in 
the village; but I only intended 
« to follow at a diſtance, that I might 
© be the ſooner appriſedof the event; 
* the commotion in my regiment 


r ſoon gave me reaſon to fear that 


* you 
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* you was in danger; I loſt ſight of 
«every thought of prudence, and 
rode up to Delville to encourage 
< him; he was ſhocked and ſur- 
«© priſed at ſeeing me, and entreated 
me: to retire ; but we were at that 
% moment upon an eminence, and 
« I'plainly ſaw you oppreſſed by 
numbers; then indeed every con- 
te ſideration but that of your danger 
* forſook me; I called to my ſoldiers 
io follow me, and ruſhed between 


% you and your enemies, with an 


„ imprudence that might have 


28 | * colt 
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* coſt me my life, and might not 
have preſerved your's; but my 
* good fortune was greater than 
© my wiſdom ; Delville's courage, 
% by a timely repulſion of your 


e foes, ſecured our retreat; you 


* know the reſt, except perhaps the 
© miſery I experienced whilſt-yaur 
wounds endangered your re- 
* covery.' Fi 


Tuus far my plan has ſucceeded, 
I am certain Charles that yau-are 
the moſt amiable of men; I think 
that 


GUARDIAN ANGEL 195 
that you are in ſome meaſure attach- 
ed to me, ſince you could obey me, 
and think of me in my viſionary 
form. But if you think me too ro- 
mantick for a wife, you are free; 
and from my father and myſelf 1 
inform you, that you may refuſe 
your couſin. My anſwer may eaſily 
be ſuppoſed, and though 1 found 
my expreſſions very inadequate to 
the feelings of my heart; I had the 
pleaſure to ſee that they had the 
power to perſuade my unele and my 
couſin, of my gratitude and happi- 
neſs, 4 a ts $8514 OuR 
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Our marriage was ſpeedily cele- 
brated, and the worth, the affection, 
and character ofAdelaide, have been 
the ſource of comfort and felicity to 
me; I have however often told her, 
that had I ſeen her previous to her 
trials of my conſtancy, her ſcheme 
would have been unneceſlary, for I 
mult have adored her; and Iam cer- 
tain that a real attachment to an ami- 
able woman is the ſuteſt guardian a 
young man can have to defend him 
from every vice, and to preſerve 

him from every levity. 
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